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 NRHS Chapter Meets 7:00 PM Thursday, February 15, 2007 at the Shiloh  

Museumôs General Store.  Chapter meetings are cancelled due to inclement weather 

on days when the Springdale Public Schools are closed due to weather conditions. 

 

This monthôs program by Mike Sypult highlights the Last Years of the Frisco 
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The Scrambler 
 

 

Volume 20, No. 6                                February 2007  

                                

Monthly News letter of the 

Arkansas-Boston Mountains Chapter, National Railway Historical Society 

 

CHAPTER MINUTES  

January 18, 2007 

 
The regular scheduled meeting of the Arkansas-

Boston Mountain Chapter of the National 

Railway Historical Society was called to order at 

7:00 PM on January 18, 2007 by President Gary 

McCullah at the Shiloh Museum General Store 

in Springdale, AR.  There were 28 members 

present including four Charter members:  Martin 

Post, Ron Allen, Ray Toler, and Bob Lundeen.. 

 

Secretary Clare McCullahôs minutes from the 

December 2006 meeting were approved as stated 

in the Scrambler dated January 2007. 

 

National Director, Chuck Girard, stated that he 

will go to Chattanooga, TN for the next National 

meeting and will go to the National Directorôs 

meeting in South Carolina in the summer. 

 

Scrambler Editor, Bill Merrifield, reported on the 

new format for the Scrambler and requested 

patience until he becomes familiar with the new 

technical methods involved in putting out the 

newsletter. 

 

Treasurer, Katherine Mindoro, read the financial 

report to the members.  The report was approved 

as read. 

      

Membership chairman, Chuck Girard, stated he 

has 19 members enrolled for 2007 and is 

collecting dues and sending memberships to the 

National Headquarters. 

 

Special Events Chairman, Al Kaeppel, reminded 

everyone of the Great NWA Model Train Show 

on February 24, 2007 at 9:00 AM at the 

Bentonville Clarion Inn sponsored by the Sugar 

Creek Model Railroad Club.  Mr. Kaeppel stated 

the club was doing a good job of promotions.  

Our Chapter will have N, G, and trolley layouts 

with more than enough space.  He needs things 

to put on the tables for a Historical display and to 

show artifacts.  He asked for volunteers to work 

the train show from 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM. 

On January 19. 2007, Tom Duggan and Al 

Kaeppel will go to Bob Oswaldôs home to obtain 

the articles Bob is donating to sell at the show.  

Any funds collected for these articles will be 

donated to the local Chapter.  The Chapter will 

purchase one table from the Sugar Creek Model 

Railroad Club to sell these items.  Mr. Kaeppel is 

asking for any items that the Chapter members 

want to sell for donation to the Chapter. 

 

Programs and Activities Chairman, Mitch 

Marmel, stated that he wants to schedule ñSilver 

Streakò a video to watch as a 2 or 3 part 

program.  He passed around a roster for 

volunteers for future programs.  The following 

are those individuals who have volunteered: 

February 2007 ï Mike Sypult will present ñThe 

Last Years of the Frisco.ò 

March 2007 ï J P Bell will present ñSP&S 700 ï 

Washington Narrative.ò 

April 2007 ï Gary and Clare McCullah will 

present ñThe Kentucky Railroad Museum.ò 

May 2007 ï Travis Walls will present ñWhen, 

Who, and What Is Going On in a May 10,1869 

Photograph.ò 

 

Barbara Gavon stated that on Monday, January 

22, 2007, a group of hikers will walk through the 

old M& NA tunnel and that her home will be 

featured on HGTVôs ñIf Walls Could Talkò 

along with chapter member Travis Walls.   

 

Archivist, Al Kaeppel, stated that Martin Post 

brought several items from the Chapterôs 

founding days to be placed in the archives. 
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Map Committee Chairman, Travis Walls, will 

have the maps available for the train show even 

though he will be out of town during the event. 

 

Chuck Girard, Sign Committee Chairman, stated 

that they have yet to place the Lancaster sign.  

They have received the three signs that were 

ordered for Rudy, West Fork, and Chester.  They 

are ready to be mounted. 

 

Tom Duggan presented details on the up and 

coming Quad Chapters meet on June 23 and 24, 

2007.  He said the A&M will be running a mixed 

train on June 24 with caboose, freight cars, the 

parlor car, and passenger cars.  They will stop at 

the old Frisco yards, provide photo run bys, and 

come back by way of the Lancaster Trestle.   The 

train will leave at 9:15 AM and return at 3:15 

PM.  The Quad Chapterôs Meet will take place at 

Howard Johnson in Ft. Smith, AR with programs 

presented by Chuck Girard, Tom Duggan, and 

J.P Bell.  They are expecting to provide a photo 

shoot at the trolley museum, at Ft. Smith and a 

tour of the Ft. Smith Depot.  Mr. Duggan stated 

they have everything approved for the trainôs 80 

mile round trip.  He would like to see everyone 

in the Chapter in attendance.  Al Kaeppel and 

Tom Duggan requested $350 of the Chapterôs 

funds for brochures, an advertisement in Trains 

Magazine, and flyers.  The meet will NOT be 

restricted to NRHS only.  Everyone is invited.  

They hope to have the brochures and flyers 

available for distribution at the Great NWA 

Train Show in February.  Brenda Brown of the 

A&M will market the mixed train to attract 

photographers.  Rates will be the same for 

NRHS members and non-members alike.  Mr. 

Duggan stated the A&M has been very 

cooperative in the planning of the meeting.  A 

request for help from Chapter members during 

the meet was made.  Mr. Kaeppel made a motion 

for $350 for brochures, flyers, and publicity.  

The motion was seconded by Mitch Marmel. 

 

The meeting was adjourned by President 

McCullah. 

 

The very interesting presentation for the evening 

was by Bill Merrifield on the Baltimore and 

Ohio Railroad Museum restoration after its 

partial destruction by heavy snows in 2003. 

         Clare McCullah, Chapter Secretary 

 

 

LOCALLY ON THE BEAM  

 

Special Note from Special Events Chairman, Al Kaeppel: 
The Chapterôs next event is the annual Train 

Show of the Sugar Creek Model Railroaders 

Club.  It will take place on Saturday, 24 

February, at the Clarion Hotel in Bentonville. 

 

The show draws lots of people-I would be 

surprised if the attendance is not more than 

1,000-who tend to be railfans in the great 

majority.  We have had success in the past 

providing merchandise and receiving donations, 

and in getting new members. 

 

We will have our G and N gauge trains and O 

gauge trolleys for the kids to operate, for which 

they receive our official Model Railroad 

Engineer Certificates.  George Alison will bring 

his intriguing lock and key puzzle board.  This 

part of our activity is really enjoyable. 

 

Sugar Creek is kindly providing us with three 

tables free of charge.  We will display maps and 

historical items to fill the space.  If you, as a 

member, have railroadiana to lend, please being 

it to the show, or call Al at 927-3163. 

 

Some members have donated things to the 

Chapter, but we need more.  We have rented one 

table where this merchandise will be displayed 

and donations will be accepted.  We need MORE 

items.  When you have decided what to give us, 

please call Al at 927-3163. 

 

At the next meeting, Thursday, 15 February, we 

will be asking members to sign up for service at 

the Train Show; grab the opportunity. 

 

Sugar Creek has asked us if we have people who 

could put on ñclinicsò.  If this is something you 

could do, let us know at 921-3163. 

 

See you there. 
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25 years of membership and service. 
Congratulations to Ken Eddy!  Ken has been awarded the sterling silver NRHS 25-year pin by Joseph 

Maloney, NRHS Director of Membership Awards. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Commemorative Plate Received 
For its 20

th
 anniversary, the Arkansas and Missouri Railroad produced a commemorative plate.  Its 

decorated with pictures of four trains in color and is quite handsome.  One hundred and fifty were made. 

 Our Chapter is the recipient of number 98 of 150 in recognition of our close association with the railroad 

and our mutual cooperation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter Members on HGTV 

Congratulations to Chapter members Barbara 

Gavon and Travis Walls!  We enjoyed learning 

about your historic bed and breakfast house in 

Eureka Springs, Arkansas which was featured on 

HGTVôs ñIf Walls Could Talkò! 

 

A&M Seeks New Speed Limit
The Arkansas and Missouri Railroad plans to 

raise the train speed limit to 25 mph from Shady 

Grove Road in Springdale to Cato Springs Road 

in Fayetteville.  Due to increased train lengths, 

the A&M feels the need to increase the speed 

limit to expedite trains through the town to help 

keep railroad crossings clear. Local television 

interviews of individual drivers seemed 

favorable; however, the February 9, 2007 

Morning News editorial was not favorable. 

 

 

IN THE YARDS  

 
Your editorôs young granddaughter, Gina Louvar, is undergoing treatments for a very serious cancer.  

 

OBSERVATIONS FROM THE ANGELôS  SEAT 
 
After my first edition of the Scrambler, I was 

heartened by your positive comments.  I deeply 

appreciate them.  The few typos and grammatical 

errors were distressing and made this editor more 

conscious and determined to do a better job.  Our 

Scrambler goes out to quite a number of other 

chapters and historical organizations thus should 

reflect our very best.  

As of this week, most of our chapter members 

will have received their flyers on the Quad 

Chapter Event, Ozarks Mixed Train Trip.  This is 

expected to generate a large response from near 

and far thus, it would be advisable for members 

to make their reservations as early as possible in 

order to get your preference of coach, parlor, or 

caboose.  This is an important Chapter activity 

and is worthy of making your plans well in 

advance. 

It is not too early to make plans to attend the 

NRHS convention in Chattanooga August 21-25! 
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BRASS POUNDING DOWN THE LINE  

 

NRHS offices damaged 
On the night of Saturday, February 3, the NRHS 

national office suite suffered water damage from 

a broken pipe on a higher level of the Robert 

Morris Building.  The building management took 

immediate steps to control the situation, and a 

damage mitigation contractor was on site within 

hours. 

Initial surveys indicate that damage to the NRHS 

contents was not severe.  One library bookcase  

 

 

was quite wet, and the books are already being 

dried professionally.  Some film cans got wet, 

but moisture did not penetrate.  Most books, 

films, office equipment and business papers 

appear to be undamaged, although a few 

scattered items are still being evaluated. 

On the other hand, office operations have been 

disrupted which will delay normal response 

times to mail, e-mail and phone messages. 

 

Pedestrian Bridge at Union Station 
Last month we noted the presence of restored 

Kansas City Regional Transit Alliance car near 

Union Station.  This month there is an added 

attraction near by.  Kansas City Southern 

Railroad relocated and installed two sections of a 

Missouri River rail bridge to provide a walkover  

 

 

 

bridge and train observation deck between the 

Union Station and Crown Center to the Cross 

Roads District.  Three bronze plaques are on 

display outlining the rail history.  Also on 

display are large logos of railroads whose 

operations took them to Union Station.  Itôs a trip 

worth a sunny dayôs drive to experience.  

 

 

 

TRAINS THROUGH MEMORY  

 

THE KCS DISASTER AT NOEL, MISSOURI  
For most of us, who are passionate about railroading, can and do get carried away by the romance and 

excitement of its history.  But ever so often we need to reflect on the fact that railroading is a very serious 

business and at times can be exceptionally hazardous.  Then too, sharing space with a railroad also can be 

equally dangerous as illustrated in the account below.  On August 3, 1969, a car carrying a rocket fuel 

component on a Kansas City Southern Railroad freight ignited and produced a series of events that led to a 

massive explosion which threatened the lives of nearly one thousand residents of Noel, Missouri.  

 
Shortly before 4:00 AM on Sunday August 3, 

1969, Kansas City Southern Railroad train No. 

77 pulled its 115 cars to a halt on the main tracks 

that ran through Noel, Missouri.  The urgency 

for this unscheduled stop was a hot box on a 

flatcar carrying containers of ammonium 

perchlorate consigned to the Department of 

Defense.  Apparently one of the containers of 

this oxidizing rocket fuel component was leaking 

and came in contact with the hot box.  This 

resulted in setting the wooden floor of the flatcar 

ablaze which in turn heated the leaking container 

and threatened those containers that were still 

intact.  Railroad crewmen, recognizing the 

danger, had already alerted the Anderson, 

Missouri Fire Department.  But the problem 

became the Noel Volunteer Fire Departmentôs 

when Train 77 halted in Noel.  Crewmen were in 

the process of separating the last 26 cars, which 

were blocking access for the fire department 

truck when a small explosion took place which 

was loud enough to awaken many residents.   

They, in turn, joined others in the streets who 

had been awakened by the fire siren.  The small 

explosion was probably one of the ammonium 

perchlorate containers rupturing its contents on 

or through the floor of the burning flatcar.  

Whatever the case, a boxcar carrying dehydrated 

alfalfa pellets came in contact with the ruptured 

ammonium perchlorate and instantly exploded.  

The explosion blasted the boxcar into huge 

chunks of twisted metal, which were hurtled out 

over the town.  The force of the explosion  

produced a crater 15 feet deep and  60 feet wide.
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KCS brakeman, Norman Sackett, was the closest 

human to the blast.  He had been moving 

southward from the main street crossing where 

he had separated the cars to allow the fire truck 

to pass through.  Sackett was aware of the 

burning car being dangerously close to the 

Empire Gas Company ós huge propane tanks that 

stored 90,000 gallons of propane.  As he moved 

forward to separate the burning car so it could be 

moved out of the town, the boxcar exploded.  

 

 At that same moment, seven Noel voluntary 

firemen in the fire truck were rounding a nearby 

feed store.  They had been delayed over 10 

minutes at the main street crossing waiting for 

the crewmen to separate the cars. Going around 

the feed store would have given them better 

access to the burning car.  It was then, without 

warning, the boxcar exploded.  

  

The force of the explosion hurtled Sackett two 

hundred feet back north along the tracks.  Sackett 

later recalled,  ñI think I was blown part of the 

way, rolled part of the way and ran the rest.ò   

He survived despite a severe concussion and a 

badly bruised body.  The seven firemen survived 

because they were shielded by the feed store 

building, which was completely demolished. 
As to others in Noel, they were not so fortunate. 

 

The concussion knocked many of the onlookers 

to the ground even as jagged pieces of metal, 

debris, and broken glass showered around them.  

Remarkably, few of these people suffered serious 

injuries.  It was in the houses where people 

suffered most.  One middle-aged woman, 

apparently returning upstairs from watching the 

fire, was struck in the middle of her back by a 

flying shard from her own storm door.  She did 

not survive.  Another resident was severely 

injured when an 800 -pound railroad wheel 

passed through the roof and three walls of her 

home and struck her legs. She lived over two 

blocks away from the railroad tracks.  Another 

resident died of an apparent heart attack. Close to 

100 residents were treated for injuries in nearby 

hospitals.  That low number of fatalities and 

serious injuries is again remarkable considering 

extent and severity of the damage to most of the 

homes and businesses in Noel. 

 

Next month, in the second of our series on the KSC and the Noel disaster, we will chronicle the extent of 

damage and response by nearby communities, state and federal agencies and the KCS. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Looking north into the still smoldering debris.  The crater is at the right.   

Joplin Globe photo by Baird Studios 


