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The regular scheduled meeting of the
ArkansasBoston Mountain Chapter o
the National Railway Historical Soe
ty was called to order at 7:00 PM on
February 15, 2007 by Piédgnt Gary
McCullah, at the Shiloh Musen
General Store in Sprgdale, AR.
There were 17 members present.

Secretary, Clmaes
from the January 2007 ntégy were
approved as stated in tBerambler
dated February 2007. The minutes
were gproved on a motion by Mitch
Marmel andseconded by Bill Ussery.

Secretaryds Noit e:
nutes from the last meeting weng-a
proved as read, this secretary has to
correct her own work. In naming the
original memberstgending last
mont hds meeting,
mention David McDona who is a
founding member and who was
present at the last meeting. | would

like to offer my sincere apology to M.

McDonald for the ovesight on my
part.

National Director, Chuck {Bard,
stated he only planned to go to the
meeting in Cha#nooga, TN.
woul dndt be ablte
ings as stated in the l&Strambler A
private company has contracted to
take over the daside publishing of the
NRHS bulletin. Another outside ne
tractor has catracted to handle the
membaeship renewals and database
Mr. Girard has printed off the Nationg

newsldter with the information about

ler
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the private contreors to pass around
to the local mebership. National is
hoping that the agractors will be
more efficient than the group obv
lunteers who do membershipdpub-
lications at the present time. The-v
lunt eer s h a-to-datedvith
the National publications. It is hoped
that the new contciors can be timely
Mith ¢the Natioadi luketinendnd me
bership information to the local Gba
ter members.

ScramblerEditor, Bill Merrifield,
stated he is working on some of the
technical aspects of thermputer to
edit theSbramiblgr Mr. Mdrifield m
stated that the Arkansas andsMi

S 0 u A&MOEgZpresscame out with

called and asked National as to why

the number had changed. It seems the

number was changed when National

went to a computerized system. Som

of the menbers thought the number

werendét to change.
b rumbrer wagppermanentigsagned.

Special Events Chairman, Al Kagel,
stated that the train show was a week
from Saturday on Febary 24, 2007.
He passed the list of volunteer®and
to members anceminded them to
please cross off their names if they
arendét going to
the show. He gave out cards to the
members and asked them to dizite
them to friends and neighbors who
may want to go to give them asdi

be

full-page article about the signs placedcount on the price of the show. He

along their tracks

she neglected to
Treasurer, Katherine Mdoro, was
not in attendanca
report was read.

Membership Chairman, Chucki@rd,
stated he was doing well with me
bership renewals. He only has four
membership reneals left to be paid.
He stated that, ifyo havenaot
your membeship dues to Mr. Girard
that yoa heedetondd sola®sodn asepg
ible so they can be sent to thetidnal
membership committee. Time isru
ning out. He is hoping this new e
pany will end the nightmare of the
membership informationaing to Na-
tional. The change of Chapter numbg
| was dscussed. It seems the number

stated that members will get in free.
Mr. Kaeppel stated that he would
bring items to sell at the show. He is
hoping the Chptér icaa lmrease @sr 6 s
funds with domtions from the items.
President McCullah stated that he will
provide magazines for sale. Mr. Kae
pel stated that he rented a table for
$15.00 from Sugar Creek Model RR
Club for the items to be sold. Mr.
K geppel dtated that he has sold $22.00
worth of memorabilia &ore the

ashow.
The next event will be Feather Fest
Mr. Kaeppel discussed the Quad
Chapters Meet on June 23 and 24,
2007. Mr. Kaeppel, Tom Duggan, and
JP Bell have set up a chance to take

r nighttime shoots of the trolley in Ft.
Smith on Saturday night, June 23. On

went from 158 to 188. Martin Post

Sunday, June 24, the mixed A&M
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train with passenger cars, freight carg
and the A&M @boose will be solt:
bound from Ft. Smith depot to W
slow, AR. Then the train will go to the
site of the old Frisco round house for
photo oppomunity. Then the train will
go up to Wirlow. There will be more
photo opportuities available at the
Winslow Tunnel and the surrounding
area as well as Trestle Mber One

and at Lancaster Bridge. This is a rane Liner/Liberty Liner. Reervations for
ethe cars can be made at the Eggimth

train that last ran in 1991 or 1992. Th
A&M plans to have theaboose ready
for the meet. n- TH
dows in it yet. The cost for the train
will be $80.00 for coach, $90.00 for
parlor car, and $110.00 for tha-c
boose. The cost will include the food
on Satuday and Sunday, which is
provided by the A&M. They are Ipe
ing to have rides available on the Ft.
Smith trolley after the run to Watow.
Mr. Kaeppel stated that he needs clu
members to attend the meet and-pr

a

b Kaeppel equested NRHS funds as

membaeship fees for the train ride ang
make their res@ations at Howard
Johnson who are giving asdbunt the
NRHS members.

Programs and Activities Chranan,
Mitch Marmel, brought a Philatighia
troleybadge. He st at
Train House is coming out with some|
new items with a model of the Electrg

Street Train Shop in Fayetille, AR.
ere arendt any wi
Archivist, Al Kaeppel, stated thigear
is the 20 anniversary of the Chapter
as of November 22, 2007. Nine of thq
founding members remain. Mr. Kae
pel stated that the Chapter wants to (
something special for them. The

Chapter they started has grown into gnhave changed his medicine and hope

organiztion of over 50 member Mr.

seed money for the celebration. Bob

Stark made the motion tavest
$630.00 to $650.00. Theation was
seconded by Chuckitrd.

vide assitance with the events. He
stated that he will need ushersneo
ductors, etc. He will be asking for
assistance. A&M are expecting lot$
photographers due to all of the photo|
opportunities. Brochures and/élrs

will be available at the Sugar Creek
Train Show. They have started the
distribution of bochures all over the

Map Committee Chairman, Travis
Wall s, didndt tag t
because he isut of town. Al Kaeppel
stated that he has the maps for the
train show. President Gary McCullah
area. Mr. Kappel stated that he would agreed to arrange and set up tre di
have to sell 30 tickets to &ak even play of the maps at the train show on
and they already expect 50 guests. Th&ebruary 24. Mr. léeppel stated that
City of Ft. Smith has provided n&t he will be resposible for the maps
rials for publicity and paid for the after the tain show and will get them
poders. Reervations are being taken| back to Mr. Walls.

at the Howard Jafson. It was rebuilt
in the last 2 years. On Satiay night,
a buffet will be hall there. He encau

Sign Committee Chairman, Chuck
Girard, stated he has made armng
ments with Brenda Brown from A&M

1)

to place the final sign at lbaaster. JP
Bell, Chuck Girard, and David Mab
nald will ride the train with theitools
and the sign to the area. They will be
dropped off at the site, position the
sign, and be picked up by the train
again. They still need to put the lac
erd of théy ather sityhs. K @mdDsiggan
has volunteered to do the backings on
the signs when hesturnsfrom his trip
this week. Mr. Girard thought it

would be great to have a photographer

on board to take pictures of the ptac
ment of this last sign.

Old Business: Ray Tolar stated that he

went to visit Bob Oswald. Mr. Tolar
stated Mr. Oswald is progr&sg but

lonot as fast as he would like. Histh

aged the members to send in their

LOCALLY ON THE BEAM

rapi st t hmproking. Theg 6 s

this will help his progress. He needs
visitors but it is a good idea to call

Anni e, his wife,
Donét | ust addpoayersi
would be appciated.

New Business: None stated by the
Chapter membership.

end tonightds mee

The meeting was adjourned by Rres
dent McCullah. President McCullah
reminded the memlpghip to donate to
the coffee Kkitty.

Mi ke Sypul't
gramon The Big 3 Rail Hubs

Clare McCullah

Secretary of the Arkansdoston
Mountain Chapter

National Railway Historical Saety

Special Events Chairman, Al Kaeppel, Report:

The Great NWA Model Train Showook place
on Saturday24 Feb. It was a success for both
our Chapter and the Sugar Creek Model-Rai
road Club, the sponsors. Total attendance was
about 1,000, up from 800 last year.

We had our G and N gauge trains and O gauge
trolleys set up for the children to operatst.

times we were almost overwhelmed with kids,
and parents. We prepared and gave out 240
Model Railroad Engneer Certificates to the
boys and girls who love to drive the trains and
trolleys; any number over 200 certificates heo
sider to be excellent attendanc

t o
n.

I

pre-sented



We moved a number of maps and a largenqua attend to our table displays’here were plenty

tity of other merchandise/Ne received doar of members tepread the work and relieve all of

tions totding $324.00; the only expense was a us from any heavy burden3.o all of you our

payment of $12.00 to Sugar Creek for ore di true thanks.

play table; a netahation 0f$312.00 to our tre

sury. All of the items vere donated by our Finally we thank the Sugar Creek clui/e &-

members.We give a very sgial thanks to each tended as their guest$hey gave us threegh

of you who gave us these materials. play tables and more than adequate space for
our three kids trainsThis was very muchma

Many club members donated time and were preciated.

present to help with the kids and trains and to

IN THE YARDS

We still express our concerns and prayers for member Bob Oswald. Scrambler Editor, Bill Merrifield,
was in Vancouver, Washington this past week attending memorial services for his sister, Elsie Carol
Seeby.

OBSERVATI ONS FROM THE ANGELO®GS SEAT

Wow! The Great NWA Model Train Show was a resounding success despite pounding rain nearly all
morning and gale force winds in the afternoon. One could wonder what the crowd count would have
been had the weather Imggleasant! The public relation potential for our chapter was enormous and
much good will towards our chapter was generated. Besides, it was downright fun for all of our chapte
members who participated.

We still need items of interest such as perserpkriences, photographs, historical events, travel, and
oddities relating to railroads for publication in the Scrambler. | am deeply indebted to a few chapter
members who have given or sent me items and | know that there are a hundreds of expedbgees of
ter members just waiting to be told! Myneail address i3vMERRIF@SBCGLOBAL.NET Our box mailing
address is on the cover of every Scrambler; o
much about grammar, spelling, or punctuation.

BRASS POUNDING DOWN THE LINE

There are still some rumblings about an extension of the Amtrak Heartland Flyer to Tulsa. Aritrak off
cials are quite awardat the 68,000 riders annually could be greatly increased linking Tulsa to the Fort
Worth connection with the Texas Eagle to San Antonio and Chicago. Funding for the study of such a
link would be provided by the Oklahoma Department of Transportatiorhanddian Nations Council
Governments. Several possible routes include the former Frisco line, which now is operated by a shor
line.

TRAINS THROUGH MEMORY

THE KCS DISASTER AT NOEL, MISSOURI
For most of us, who are passionate about railroading, catdcaget carried away by the romance and
excitement of its history. But ever so often we need to reflect on the fact that railroading isex very s
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rious business and at times can be excegtyphazardous. Then too, sharing space with a railroad also
canbe equally dangerous as illustrated in the account below. On August 3, 1969, a car carrying a rocket
fuel component on a Kansas City Southern Railroad freight ignited and produced a series of events that

led to a massive explosion, which threatened theslof nearly one thousand residents of Noes-Mi
souri. The following is the second of a three part series on that disaster:

The blast from the exploding
rail car was exceptionally
damaging to most structures
in Noel and along with the
flying debris fronthe rail

car, posed and instant threat
to all human life.

A number of the residents,
awakened by the fire siren
and smaller first explosion,
were already outside their
homes. Some were watching
the activities associated with
the fire while others, reia-

ing the dager, were in the
process of getting away from
the fire. The blast knocked
many of these people to the
ground causing numerous
injuries. Other cizens, who
had not left their homes, were
showered with flying glass
and other building debris.
One woman was killed by
such flying debris.

At the same time, huge parts
of the boxcar crushed their
way into homes and vehicles.
One couple and their five
children, who lived near the
tracks, recognized the train
car fire was dangerously near
the popare storage yards and
were about to leave in their
autos when the blasto
curred. A massive 2fpot
chunk of the boxcar fell into
their yard completely dall-

ing one of the autos. Their
home was capletely deno-

lished. Several blocks away,
an eight hundregound ralr
road wheel fell through the
roof of a house passed
through three walls causing
part of the house to collapse
on a woman severelpjuring
her legs. Parts from thee
ploding boxcar were found
up to three quarters of a mile
away.

Close to the last, another
man, his wife, and his
grandmother were trying to
flee from the fire in their car.
Sensing eminent danger, the
man ordered the two women
to take shelter in a nearby
ditch. Before he could clear
the car the explosiornce
curred. All three wex in-
jured and hospiteed.

The seven Noel firemen, who
had themselves narrowlge
caped death when the grain
warehouse shielded their fire
engine from the blast, quickly
assessed the danger that the
90,000 gallons of propane
posed. The explosion had
heded the tanks and instantly
actvated the popff safety
valves. Fires from the by
ing debris ignited the espga
ing gas and threatenedrpe
haps an even greater espl
sion. Acting with incredible
bravery, the men with other
firefighters from nearby cities
sd up fire hoses and directed

water on to the baing tanks
in an effort to cool down the
propane.

As the call went out to other
nearby cities, fire, police, and
medical assistance began to
pour into the darkened city.
An emergency medical aid
center waset up. Firemen
and policemen began assy
tematic search for victims
trapped in the debris of their
homes and vehicles. Amab
ances began to move injured
to nearby hospitals. More
than 100 persons wene-i
jured but few were seriously
hurt. Two pesons diedone
from the blast directly and
one from a heart attack. At
least sixty homes wereed
stroyed or severely damaged.
More than fifty business
structures were damaged.
The glass windows of many
autos were blown out and
numerous cars and trucks
were damageg beyond repair.
Five railroad cars wereed
stroyed along with significant
damage to the rails and
roadbed. All of this must
have seemed so surreal since
the sky in that sultry summer
night gppeared to emit snow
like white flakes from the
destroyed contaiers of the
ammonium perclorate.



The following is part of Do-
na Campods
count of what she exp
rienced in Noel, Missouri that
Sunday morning.

In 1969, | was living in Be-
tonville, Arkansas having
moved there from Decatur,
Arkansas. About 4.0 AM

on August the 8, | was ava-
kened by a distant, thder-
ous, explosion that seemed to
be west of Betonville. |
dressed and drove to Decatur
as my thoughts were for the
safety of my relatives and

cyewi

friends there. In the course, |

learned that thex@losion
tvas add is Deaatur but on the
Kansas City Southern Rai
road in Noel, Missouri. |et
cided to drive to Noel, going
north on highway 69 out of
Decatur. As | neared Noel, |
saw huge pieces of metgt|
ing around. | arrived on the
scene at d@reak and aticed
gray flakes of ash falling
slowly to the ground. There
was broken glass from sesr
fronts, homes, and autam
biles and pieces of railroad
cars sctered all over town.
Railroad cars were still bor
ing. From what | could o

serve, most of the storasd
homes in Noel sustained
damage that ranged from-m
nor to total destretion. Fly-
ing debris had sered ele-
trical lines cutting power to
most of the city. | saw where
an 800pound rdiroad bxcar
wheel had sailed over two
blocks and broke through the
roof of a house and rolled
through three walls injuring a
woman occupant. | stood in
unbelief, like time was stah
ing still. As | later learned,
time did stop for two citizens
as the result of the disaster.

Rescue police examine the house where the 800 Ib boxcar wheel passed throug
roof and several walls of this home coming to rest near the lreimig front window.

Part of the interior of the house collapsed, injuring a woman occupant. The hous
nearly three blocks away from the blast.




Volunteer firefighters keep a steady stream of water on burning propang
tanks in an effort to keep theimom exploding. The danger to these men i
quite apparent. The tanks were later emptied in an emergencyfurn

The third and conclusiomithis series will appear next month, which will chronicle the
extent of the relief from nearby communities, state and federal governments agd the r
sponse from the railroad in the aftermath of the Kansas City Southern Raloehdis-
aster. We wish to edit The McDonald County Press, The Neosho Daily News, Tire Jo

lin Globe, and the Tulsa Daily World as sources and to thank Donna Camp and Ray Toler
of Springdale who furnished these sources. Editor.

ELEPHANT SAFARI IN CHESTER, ARKANSAS???

Some fortyfive or fifty years before the Winslow Tunnel was expanded in 1969/1970 by thes®orr
Knudsen Construction Company for the Frisco elephgats,elephantsvere spotted on top of the hill
through which the tunnel passed. Next month we will featureighdeil little article on this, written by
Beth Innis Rogers, that Tom Duggan found while tsiog through files at the Shiloh Museum.



