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The regular scheduled meeting of the
ArkansasBoston Mountain Chapter of
the National Railway Historical Soe
ty was called to order at 7:00 p.m. on
April 19, 2007 by Presidg Gary
McCullah, at the Shiloh Museum
General Store in Springdale, AR.
There were 23 members present.

Secretary, Clare N
from the March 2007 meeting were
approved as stated in tBerambler
dated April 2007.

National Director, Chucksirard,
stated he has registered for the-co
vention in Chattanooga, TN.

ScramblerEditor, Bill Merrifield,

stated he asked our president, Gary, to
submit a monthly column to the
Scrambler

Treasurer, Katherine Mindoro, was
unavailable to read the Treas eed s
port this month.

Membership Chairman, Chuck Girard,
stated we has three members who
have not paid their dues. He felt that
one member will probably renew and
the other two would have to be
dropped. He stated he would give
them until next monthéfore dropping
any old members for nonpayment.

Special Events Chairman, Al Kaeppel,
stated Feather Fest is in Springdale,
AR on June 9, 2007. This year the
Chapter will be set up on the lawn of

the Shiloh Museum. The Director of

CHAPTER MINUTES
April 19, 2007

Museum was very enthustasand
welcomes the Chapter with open arms.
The Frisco Fest in Rogers will be held
Saturday, August 25, 2007. The @ha
ter will be set up in our usual spot
beside the Frisco Caboose. Mr. igae
pel stated will have a sign up sheet at
next meeting for Feathé&est for -
lunteers. On May 5, 2007 is a train

I c Ghow &t R4M@YSIr. High in Fayeetts

ville, AR. David McDonald stated
there would be a Garden Railroad set
up at Hot Springs Viage on June 19,
2007. They are to have seven or more
Garden layouts to enjoy.

Programs and Activities Chairman,
Mitch Marmel, stated that programs
are taken care of to the end of the
year.

Archivist, Al Kaeppel, was given
newspaper articles of himself and Bob
Stack assisting the Arkansas andsMi
souri Railroad in the alteration of the
caboose. John Hendricks donated a
book on steam locomotives to the-a
hive.

Sign Committee Chairman, Chuck
Girard, informed the chapter theab
vid McDonald, his grandson, Ckio-
pher Nalley, JP Bell, and himself
boarded the A&M for a ride to the
remotecommunity of Lancaster to
place the last sign. Tom Duggan
completed the assembly of the back
sides of the last three signs for Ghe
ter, West Fork, and Rudy to make
them two sided signs. They are ready
to be assembled to their courgarts.

Mr. Duggan stted that he notified

Bob Oswald that the signs wetie f
nished. Mr. Duggan stated that Mr.
Oswald is progresing slowing from

the effects of a problem caused by his
heart medicine.

Old Business: It is still two months
unt i | t he Quad
Smith. Mr. Duggan stated tickets have
been sold from all over USA. Adwe
tising has increased with the assistance
of A&Mbés mar keting
Kaeppel needs members to volunteer
to assist with the meet. They hope to
have good attendance from the @ha

ter members. The Parlor car is filling
up quickly and tickets are selling-r

pidly. There are seats avalble in the
coach cars.

New Business: Mr. Tolar stated the
Tired I ronbs
April 20-22, 2007. Due to a generous
donation, thdand is now paid. The
road is paved. The clubhouse has city
water and is all finished. The Sawmill
is to be working at the Crank UpdA
mission is free.

Tom Duggan read the following
statement sent to the local NRHS
Chapter from Member Ray Getty:

I would like to thank the members of
the NRHS ABM chapter for there
friendship over the last five or so
years, but a personal situation in my
life has forced me to relocate where |
have family in Ft. Worth, Texas.

Spring

Chapt
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I look forward to reading the Sard-
ler each math and enjoy hearing
about the goings on in N.W. Arkansas
where | will still be viiting from time
to time. | have sold the Cardinal to
ITAC in St. Louis and am not sure
what they have planned but for those
interested | will try to keep you up to
date. Tte car should be moving from
Chester in the next couple of months
to there facility.

| hope the members enjoy, and the
club can use the trains | have donated.
I know Al and Tom will see that they
get good homes and the club can make
a few dollars in the pcess. Please
note that all LGB locomotives have

on, off and lights only switches so if
the locomotive does not run when you
first put them on the rails, flip the
switch. If you can't find the switch
(some are hard to find), pleasenaiil

me and | will letyou know where it is.
The mogul and all blue White Pass
diesel have sound factory installed
with bells and whistles activated by
track magnets, several of which are
included in the box of parts. Please
feel free to contact me to say "hi" and

| wish all ofyou good health.

Raymond Getty
4505 Wheatland Dr.
Ft. Worth, TX. 76179

Mr. Duggan stated Mr. Getty donated
to the Chapter an estimated $3000.00
in G scale LGB equipment for gien

railroading. LGB equipment is made

in Germany and very high quality. A
sampling of the equipment showed 4
locomotives, 11 fright cars, 2 log
trucks, 5 passenger cars, a water
tower, a coaling tower, several kil
ings, and lots of track. The plan is to
sell equipment and the proceeds to go
to the local Chapter. Mr. Getter
quires a written receipt for the me
chandise for tax purposes. Tomddu
gan and Al Kaeppel will inspect and
phobgraph each piece prior to being
sold.

Tom Duggan displayed a map of the

Frisco Railroad and its structures. He
thought it would be a nice map to add
to the

Ray Tolar introduced his new book
and donated a copy to the Chapter
entitledThe Searcy | Remember
from19221942 If you would like to
read the book, it can be checkout by
seeing President McCullah.

Chuck Girard stated Ft. Sth has a
1924 wooden Frisco Caboose sitting
downtown. The caboose previously sat
at the Memphis Fegrounds since the
19606s. I't was dor
Girls Club at Ft. Smith as a resation
project. He stated he hopes to do an
article for theScramblerabout the
caboose. Mr. Girard stated the inside
of the caboose is in good shape but the
outside needs to be restored. They
were searching the number of the ¢
boose and learned it has been ranu

Ghlagspt er 6 s di

FROM THE HEAD END

bered at some point in time by the
Frisco.

Chuck Giard stated the old Frisco
depot in Ft. Smith was purchased by
National Park services but it has been
just sitting and not used. Negotiations
are under way to change the old depot
onto a city bus terminal and a Jeife
son Bus Lines terminal. The Chapter
would be encouraged to put up asHi
torical display in the building. The
proposal is very much in the planning
stages.

Bill Merrifield read a letter from the
Arkansas Department of Finance and
Administration wanting a tax report
from the Chapter. It was dieled to
have Tom Duggan and Katherine
Mindoro take care of the matter..

The meeting was adjourned by R+es
dent McCullah. President McCullah
reminded the membership to donate to
the coffee Kkitty.

The presentation was presents by Gary
and Clare McCullah othe Kentucky
Railroad Museum in New Haven,

a tkentlicky Those iflefested Bar Ebtaip N d

additional information about theun
seum on their website:

www.kyrail.org

Clare McCullah, Secretary of theaA
kansasBoston Mountain Capter

A month has come and gone and it is time to gather up a bucket of electrons and produce a column.

The Nati onal

Convention wil!/ be

at Chattanooga t

However, | hope thahose that can and are of a mind to will go, if for no other reason than to ride the TVRM
excursion. There is also the Southern Appalachibrdal Museum at Oakridge (Knoxville), TN. Take exit
356 on +40 and go north to get there.

Speaking of exasions, our Quahapter excursionisggei ng qui te a bit of press
surprised. | want to thank Tom and Al for taking the lead on this and also Mitch fodipgoatcess to the Ft.
Smith Trdley Museum. This is truly a teaeffort. | encourage those who will be traveling to visit any railroad
museum or exasion train you may come across. First, there is usually material for a program and, second, y:
may take a photo that either asks or answers stigne


http://www.kyrail.org/

| mentioned te NRHS News in my previous leonn. Some of what | share at the meetings is found there. In a
move to get the bulletin back on track, there are two outside suppliefditiom to the inRhouse staff working

on alternate issues of the Bailh. We may nobe caught up in 2007, but the hope is to get closer. The use of
outside suppliers does not mean the end of the need for volunteer workers. In fact, volunteer staff will be abl
to focus more on railroad history and less on other things. One finalNaitenal President Greg Molloy

warned that we can expect our dues to go up due to the use of outside suppliers. After looking at the new fo
mat Bulletin and the NRHS News, | believe it is money well spent.

Last month | talked about change. We havedhdd | east one positive change
on Bob Oswalddéds condition. |l owe Bob and Aeni e
t hing t o briecsoBh¢reaBanm s there aseguist not enough hours in a dagy tackle the topic of
being too busy next month.

One late item is an-Bail | received from the NRHS national office. There is a membershigysuYou can

get there from the NRHS website or Yidp://www.surveymonkey.com/s.asp?u=3350936615H0e suvey is

also available in paper form from the national office. | encourage all to take the survey and let your voice be
heard.

Gary, Chapter President

LOCALLY ON THE BEAM

The Georgesqultry complex located to the north of Cassville continues to expand. Most notable is an under
construction feed mill with six very large silos. The mill is served by an A & M rail spur that is not yat oper
tional. The Georges mill is immense and dwantsnearby Tyson (Hudson Foods) mill at Willowbrook. One
wonders whether the UP grain train will be operating north to serve the new mill.

The Gateway sand facility of the A & M has a high value customer. A walnut log company liiseaatdghe
faciityand sever al bul khead fl ats were parked near th

Response to the Quad Chapter railfan weekend in Fort Smith (Jx8%2ZZ87) has been very good. Chapter
members Bob and Rose Anne Hofer have volunteered to handle the Satuddain cles. We will need a
few additional Chapter vohteers to make the event probldrae.

A welder has cut six holes in the sides of the ex Reserve Mining caboose in preparation liogitis¢ahew
fixed windows. The welder also needs to createpy ©f the cupola access assembly that was removed when
the caboose served as an office for now defunct Rail Cruise America in St. Louis.

Chapter member Ray Getty's-4@udd sleeper , the Cardinal, has been sold to ITAC. It is slated to leave
theChesterie track in the next month or two according to Ray.

IN THE YARDS
Unfortunately, the late news about Chapter member Bob Oswald from Anne Oswald has taken a sharp turn f
the worse. Bob is now trying his best to recuperate from the effects of a SDokprayers and best wishes go
with them both.
Ruth Merrifield has been admitted to Washington Regional Hospital as the result of complications from a viru
infection.



http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.asp?u=335093661590

OBSERVATI ONS FROM THE ANGELOS SEAT

One of the great things about our chapter is tji@ tinity we have in our love for railroading and itstdny.

While working at the NW Arkansas Model Railroad Show and Swap Meet last week, | spent several very e
joyable hours talking with chapter member Fred Lewis. Besides swapping stories ofljuast exiperiences

we talked about the inaability of growing older and what will be lost when our generation is gone. Since the
majority of the chapterds members are around our
know what it wa like to live in the heydays of the thirties, forties and fifties of railroad transportation?

will our personal railroad experiences with steam and early diesel transportation gesitagad to those that
follow us? Well, one sure way is to maintaontact with younger generations through chaptevities!

But this begs another question, how can we pass our enthusiasm to other generations when reln@hlyfone
our membership or less attend our monthly meetings or our outside chapter actigitiesot writing about

those who cannot come because of some infirmity of body or other perfectly wabaseand, | really am not
trying to lay a guilt trip on those that miss these activities. | am saying that we who attend the meetings and
activities need to find some way(s) to let them know they are genuinely missed and needed!

BRASS POUNDING DOWN THE LINE

Many Chapter members had a chance to ride the White River Railway and its successor entity White River S
Railway. The route was ant@ctive one as it meandered from Flippin, AR to Calico Rock, and AR along the
White River on trackage rights on the Missouri & Northern Arkansas. Chapter members Bob Oswald and Bill
Ussery also worked on the White River Railway and the White River SBatlway as conductors. Unfortun

ately, the somewhat remote location did not generate adequiethip. The line finally shut down in November
2000.

One unanswered guestion was the disposition of the passenger cars. Thanks to Bill Ussery and i8sye2007

of Trains,we now have an answer. The magazine reports that the West Virginia Central purchased the White
River Scenic Réway passenger equipment for use on its tourist train. The White River Scenic at one time
featured a former California Zephgtome car, a diner, and an ex Pullman heavyweight used by Bobby Kennedy
in his 1968 presidential ogpaign. Some one told me that the CZ dome had been sold in 1997. The diner, owne
by John Dortsch, briefly graced the A & M in early 2002 but never sawceeiThe car was easy to spot as it

was painted in a dazzling silver and purple combination. The status of this car is unknown. The passenger ce
included a 1947 eXMOPAC car that saw service on thexas Eagleand a 1940 eMOPAC coach that ran

on the Colorado Eagle

West Virginia now has a significant number of tourist train operations in addition to the one and only Cass
Scenic. One ride Tom Duggan took some three years ago was on the Potomac Eagle that operates on state
track adjacent tthe Pobmac River. The coaches were heavyweighM®ntreal commuter coaches that featured
six wheel trucks. The interiors were grey and pink.

TRAINS THROUGH MEMORY

When your editor was a young boy in the mid thirties our family would attempt an anpumsl automobile

from our home in Denver to visit relatives in Steamboat Springs located in northwest Colorado. It was always
an arduous trip! Going westward up into the foothills over Genesee Pass was always an ordeal since the
warmth of the easterrope always caused the car to overheat and vapor lock. Occasionally, We would come



across a narrow gage passenger train puffing its way into Empire or Idaho Springs Once we started up Be
thoud Pass on the eastern slope, the US 40 road becameva digt road with many haipin curves and steep

drop offs. If the car made the pass without vapor locking, we would come down the western slope to the port
of the Moffat Tunnel of the Denver and Salt Lake Railroad. | never understood why we always #teped

and had a picnic until years later | learned that my father had worked on building the Moffat Tunnel o the ea
ern slope in 1927. There was a picnic table just above the tunnel opening and | often wondered what it woul
be like be leaning down ovére entrance when a huge steam locomotive would exit the tunnel. That happene
once and | am not ashamed to admit it that it scared the fire out of me.

As the road wound down the western slope and entered into the tiny hamlets of Fraser and Tabeasasit,
unusual to see locomotives idling on a sawmill siding while lumber was being loaded. The railroad and our
road paralleled the Fraser River all the way to Granby where there was a sigigideetor visitors to Grand

Lake. Just beyond Grhy, the Fraser joined the Colorado River that then plunged into the gorge neaf-Hot Su
fur Springs. Negotiating the gorge was always treacherous and at times dangerous (even as it is today) for b
automobiles and trains. That section of the road wasaoeeonly. We often envied the D&SL roadbed lower

on the @posite side of the gorge. After the gorge, we entered the fringes of Middle Park to the foot of Muddy
Pass where the railroad branched southwestwarartls the Gore Range and its fantastic gorlj we made it

up Muddy Pass (which always lived up to its name) the next hurdle vt Bars Pass which brought us into

the incredibly beautiful valley of the Yampa River were we again joined the D&SL tracks whitlelpdrthe

road on the oppositaf the river into Steamboat Springs. The railroad continued another 20 miles down the
Yampa Vdley to the coalmines of Hayden then on to Craig another 25 miles where it terminated. The Denvel
and Salt Lake never entered Utah.
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At the turn of that century, getting into Yampa Valley during the wintertime was virtually impossible. The
passes were closed and the only gmedink to the outside world was westward to Craig and even that was
very difficult and at times impossible. &lvalley with its farms and ranches had to besgdtaining. When

David Moffat was pushing through the Denver and Northwestern Railway Co. the residents of the valley were
very supportive. They had only very limited means to get their cattle, prazhateand lumber to the outside
world. When the surveyors arrived in Steamboat Springs in the summer of 1906, the summer festival was
turned into a celebration of the railroad. The line to my hometown was completed on December 13, 1908.

The depot at Steamboat Springs February 14, 1914

The depot is on the south bank of the Yampa River. The passenger train is faced eastward depanting for De
ver. The depot building still exists today as an art academy. Behind the train is Holsbwieektilthe Stea-
boat Spring was | ocated. The first pioneers int
When the railroad made a cut in the hill it silenced the eruption of the hot spring. As a boy, | was skiing dowr
the spine of tis hill very close to the depot when | had a potentially serious accident.

In the summer of 1940, at the age of nine, | was put on a passenger train to Steamboat Springs alorfe. My m
er turned me over to the conductor who kept a close eye on mestAwfias thrilled; but, like all kids, | began

to bug the conductor with AAre we there yet?0 I
thing you could see the railroad ties rushing by beneath the train! No wonder the sign shittavert oi | et
not flush while in the station!o As the traln |
dorado Springs, the canyon walls seemed to swallow us up. Frankly, as a nine year oldedamerbbred by
thesightofeear rock walls rushing by. However, it wa
were approaching the Miat Tunnel. Now that was something different! | knew we were close when they
turned on the coach©6s angedintoé¢ha tdnnél, ithg windews turned blatkl ad &lly
| saw was my own reflection in the windows. Almost immediately, the coach began to fill with an acrid odor o
smoke that quickly became very uncomfortable! It seemed that the great Moffat Tusrzel w@eal instead

of an exciting event. |, along with the rest of the passengers, was greatly relieved when we passed out of the
western portal.



