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The Scrambler 
 

 

Volume 22, No. 7                                March 2009  

                                

Monthly News letter of the 

Arkansas-Boston Mountains Chapter, National Railway Historical Society 

 

CHAPTER MINUTES  

February, 2009 

 
The regular scheduled meeting of the Arkansas-Boston Mountain Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society was 

called to order at 7:00 p.m. on February 19, 2009 by President Gary McCullah, at the Pontiac Coffey House in Springdale, 

AR. There were 20 members present and no visitors.   

 

Secretary, Clare McCullahôs minutes from the 2009 meeting were approved as stated in the Scrambler dated January 2009. 

Mrs. McCullah was unable to attend tonightôs meeting. The meeting notes were taken by President McCullah in her absence.  

 

Scrambler Editor, Bill Merrifield, presen ted the copies of the January minutes in lieu of the absence of a February Scrambler 

due to ice storm complications for the approval of the Chapter membership.  

 

Treasurer, Bill Longston, read the financial report to the members. The report was approved as read.  

 

Program Chairman, David McDonald, declared the following programs:  

 

February 2009 ï JP Bell (this program had to be rescheduled);  

March 2009-David McDonald and Bob Stark on the Rock Island in Arkansas; 

April 2009 ï Rose Ann Hofer on Colorado; (Switched with the January 2009 meeting) 

May 2009 ï Show and Tell by the entire Chapter;  

June 2009 ï Atlantic City Trolley by Mitch Marmel  

July 2009 ï Mike Sypult and Chuck Girard on Missouri and AR RR;  

August 2009 ï Steve Tharp ï Circus Train in Chicago in 1985 and business trains 

September 2009 ï Gary and Clare McCullah ï Tours of the Western States 

October 2009 ï 

November 2009 ï Show N Tell with the entire Chapter; 

December 2009 - Christmas Party and White Elephant 

 

Map Committee Chairman, Travis Walls, stated the disc that was the Master for all of the maps has been located.  Mr. Walls 

stated they have found suction cups with nylon line and small clothes pins to attach the maps for display at the train show in 

Bentonville on 2-28-09.  

 

Old Business: The Sugar Creek Train Show will be held in Bentonville at the Clarion Inn on 2-28-09 from 8:00 to 4:00?.  Tom 

Duggan stated he will need volunteers for the show. 

 

Tom Duggan stated Bob Hofer has severe liver problems due to the chemicals Bob worked with many years ago.  Mr. Hofer is 

doing better and would enjoy visitors. He can be reached at 479-855-1532 their home phone number.   

 

Al Kaeppel attended the presentation of the proceeds of the Childrenôs Train.  Mike Dougherty of J B Hunt and Brenda 

Brown of the A&M presented $13,000.00 each to Kid Care and the Safety Center.  Mr. Dougherty expressed thanks to the 

chapter for our participation.  
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Tom Duggan stated that the necessary extension cords and power distribution equipment had been purchased at a cost of 

$129.00.  This include one 100 ft and two 50 ft cords as well as two multiple outlet boxes. 

 

New Business: Bill Merrifield stated that he had performed maintenance on the G scale layout. One of the HO power packs we 

had been using is no longer operational.  Bill requested permission to purchase a new power pack manufactured specifically 

for G scale trains.  He had priced one that, with discount, would cost $122.00   A motion was made and seconded to have Bill 

acquire the power pack and reimburse him. 

 

Ray Toler reminded the chapter of the Tired Iron of the Ozarks Spring Crank-up.  It will be held April 17 -19 at the Tired 

Iron Club facility north of Siloam Springs.  Plans are in place to enclose the Home Antique building to provide both security 

and protection from the weather.  Also, Tired Iron has instituted a scholarship program.  For more information, contact Ray. 

 

President McCullah presented a request to consider a donation to the Manly Junction Railroad Museum.  Consideration was 

tabled until the March meeting. 

 

The meeting was adjourned by President McCullah.  

 

The presentation for the evening was from: JB Bell and had to be rescheduled due to lack of means to present the audio-visual 

part of the program. Clare McCullah Secretary of the ABMC National Railway Historical Society 

 

 

FROM THE HEAD END  
 

  As I write this, we have just finished the Sugar Creek Train Show.  Our sales were modest, but we had a fairly 

steady flow of kids (and kids at heart) to the layouts.  Bill Merrifield donated the use of his spare óGô scale 

power pack that worked wonderfully. 

   I mentioned the Manly Junction Railroad Museum at the meeting and I mention it again here.  Though the 

museum is in the heart of Rock Island country and will focus largely on the Rock, there are reasons for our 

chapter to at least consider donating to the museum. They have ex RI E-units 630 and 652 and have received 

three ex RI high-nose geeps from Union Pacific. Additionally, an ex-Rock Island business car, the Choctaw, has 

been added to the operational fleet and other passenger cars are being considered.  The museum is operated in 

conjunction with the Iowa Northern Railroad so there will be some sort of excursion operation.  The stars are 

sure to be 630 and 652.  They are the reason that I put forth this proposal to donate. 

  Kansas City Southern is well along in rebuilding the ñMacaroni Lineò in south Texas. The Victoria to Rosen-

berg line will allow KCS to minimize the need for trackage rights on the parallel UP line that has caused delays 

due to the amount of traffic on that line. 

Several trestles have been rebuilt or replaced and bridges rebuilt.  A lot of money, but KCS believes it is worth 

the investment.  

  Also, a fourth track has been installed in parts of the Powder River Basin and BNSF has installed a third track 

over Cajon Pass and is double-tracking the one remaining single track section of their transcontinental line in 

Eastern New Mexico.  Again, the belief is the investment will pay for itself in the long run 

   Ohio Central 7220 has arrived in Springdale and is now number 42.  It was seen working the Springdale local. 

Gary 

IN THE YARDS  
 

   Gary reminds us to continue to remember Bob and Roseanne Hofer while Bob is laid up.  The latest informa-

tion relayed to me by Tom Duggan is that Bob is not doing well and the prognosis is not too favorable.  Also, 

we need to keep up our contacts with Bob and Annie Oswald. 
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LOCALLY ON THE BEAM  

Dick Keegan Passes Away 

You may not remember Dick Keegan, but he was a member of ABMT/NRHS many years ago. I saw in the pa-

per where he passed away 17 Jan 2009 in Lawrence, Kansas. He was one of the older editors of the Scrambler.. 

He lived in Bella Vista and was quite active with the model railroads. He dropped out of our chapter in about 

1994 or 5, then moved to Kansas. (Our thanks to Bill Ussery for this notice.  Editor) 

 

Bentonville Train Show  

Saturday, February 28, 2009 dawned icy cold with a steady flow of snowflakes throughout the entire day. The 

weather was perfect for an indoor event. Bill Wright, event organizer for the sponsor Sugar Creek Model Rail-

road and Historical Society reported a gate in excess of 2,300. He said that vendor sales at the sixth edition of 

the show were good. 

 

The Chapter fielded a triple-header of trains for tykes (and others) to enjoy. The Chapterôs G scale outfit and 

Mitch Marmelôs O27 expanded traction layout were kid magnets. Mitch had a large number of PCC trolleys. A 

surprise guest was AL Kaeppel and his ever well-attended N scale outfit. We gave out 281 engineer certificates 

before exhausting our visible supply. At closing time we discovered an unused package of 100 certificates.  

 

As discussed at the February Chapter meeting, Bill Merrifield purchased a new and higher rated power pack. It 

powered the G scale layout in non-stop heavy duty with no signs of the thermal overload and shutdown that had 

a fact of life in the past few years. The brass track connective devices donated by Bill Merrifield also eliminated 

the connectivity issues that had plagued G-scale operations in prior shows. And of course there is no substitute 

for the brass track donated by Bill Merrifield. 

 

We used the Chapterôs newly purchased 12-gauge extension cords (one of 100-feet and two of 50-feet) for the 

first time. Oddly a just purchased duct tape proved to be defective. It created a challenge for the two chapter 

technologists involved in affixing cable to rug. The Chapter GFCI unit also saw service for the first time. It is 

wise investment and will provide protection for Chapter members at outdoor events such as Frisco Fest, Shiloh 

Museum and the Childrenôs train. 

 

Merchandise sales exceeded $200.00 The 1949 Arkansas Railroad Commission, the June 30, 1912 Frisco/C & 

EI system, the new Railroads of Northwest Arkansas maps sold well. We seem  

to have an excess of maps-mainly non-RR related- for which there is little demand. Oddly, we had zero sales of 

the CDs containing maps and Bob Oswaldôs Frisco Timetables in Northwest Arkansas. We sold a handful of 

late 1960s passenger timetables donated by the wife of deceased member Tom Scott. Her donation of a virtually 

complete Amtrak timetable set from 1971 to the early 1990s failed to elicit any purchases. They have been re-

cycled. 

 

Barb Gavron and Travis Walls put together a cheap but highly effective system that displayed our map invento-

ry to maximum effect.  

 

We had excellent member participation including Gary and Clare McCullough, Bill Merrifield, Al Kaeppel, 

Bob Stark, Larry Cain, Mitch Marmel, David Denman, Bill Longston, Tom Duggan, Barb Gavron and Travis 

Walls. Christopher Nally of Fort Smith also assisted with set up. 

 



  5 

Recession has its effects on railroads: 

The Wall Street Journal reports that U.S railroads have idled some 206,000 box cars-30% of the total, due to the 

weak economy. 

The Arkansas & Missouri's fleet of per diem cars has not been immune as seen in this string of 22 cars on the 

siding near Baum Stadium in south Fayetteville. Several of the cars looked the worse for wear so perhaps they 

are being stored prior to scrapping. (Thanks to Tom Duggan for the above two articles. Editor) 

 

HISTORICAL OPERATIONS  
 

UP 2009 Steam schedule: 

Monday, February 16, 2009 

OMAHA, Neb. - Union Pacific's steam program will cross the West this spring on a marathon tour that will 

start April 11. Its train will visit towns in Wyoming, Utah, Nevada, and California, stopping at town festivals 

and going on public display at stops along the way. Power, either 4-8-4 No. 844, or 4-6-6-4 No. 3985, has not 

been determined.  The full schedule is available at: www.up.com. The steam train will also make its annual ap-

pearance at Cheyenne Frontier Days in July. 

 

Rio Grand Western No 315 nears restoration:  
 

 

Wednesday, April 11, 2007 

DURANGO, Colo. - Volunteers from the Durango Railroad Historical Society have nearly completed the resto-

ration of former Rio Grande 2-8-0 No. 315. The engine was constructed in 1895 by Baldwin for the Florence & 

Cripple Creek and was purchased in 1917 by the Rio Grande. It was put into service in the 1920s as Denver & 

Rio Grande No. 425, and later was renumbered Denver & Rio Grande Western No. 315. It spent much of its 

working life on the Rio Grande as a helper out of Salida, on the line from Gunnison to Montrose and on the Ou-

ray Branch, ending its service as a switch engine in Durango. It was also used in the films "Ticket to Toma-

hawk" and "Around the World in 80 Days." 

 

The engine was put on display in a Durango park in the 1950s and lost a number of its parts. The Durango Rail-

road Historical Society was formed in 1999 to save the deteriorating engine and restore it to service. Thanks to 

years of hard work by volunteers, No. 315 is in the final stages of restoration. The society plans to haul the en-

gine to the Durango & Silverton yard around the middle of May. There, final adjustments and test runs will be 

made, followed by one or two volunteer/supporter runs. Plans are for the engine to spend a month on the Cumb-

ers & Toltec Scenic this summer, the D&S for its Railfest August 22-26, and a Trains Unlimited Tours fall col-

or outing this fall. For more information go to www.drhs315.org. 

 

Nevada Northern steam No. 93 ready in April: 

Friday, February 20, 2009 

ELY, Nev. - Nevada Northern 2-8-0 No. 93 is expected to re-enter service by April after sustaining a bad axle, 

the Ely Times has reported. The museum recently invested $400,000 to replace cracked axles.  

 

These repairs won't be nearly as costly; the Executive Director Mark Bassett estimates fixing the axle will cost 

$7,000 to $10,000. Further, the repair might be covered under warranty from earlier work.  

Workers discovered the bad bearing when it heated from a normal temperature at Keystone, Nev., but had in-

creased to 290 degrees by the time the train reached the yard.  (Our thanks to TRAINS Newswire.) 

 

http://www.drhs315.org/
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BRASS POUNDING DOWN THE LINE  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
It looks to me like the KCS boxcar was on the ground before crossing the bridge.  From the photos it appears 

the box hit the steel truss.  Most likely the box was empty or it would have taken the truss down.  No doubt 

when the box hit the truss the train went into emergency.  Quite likely the two units had a sizeable train behind 

it and the rear cars in the train pushed the box up into the air as we see it in the photos. From a practical stand-

point it would have better if the box took the truss down and when into the river.  Much easier to clean up. Iôll 

bet they cut the bridge down and let the truss and box fall into the river.  A Hulcher could then pull the car and 

truss out of the river and cut it up for scrap.  A temporary pile trestle could then be built to restore service. 

  

The other option would be to use a Hulcher to pull the car out of the truss and hope the truss is not damaged 

beyond repair.  It looks to me that that hope is simply a wish. 

  

As for the cause of the derailment of the box, I would start looking at the track where the rear of the train sat.  

Look for flange marks on the ties and locate the point of derailment.  The cause could be a track buckle, sink 

hole or slack.  No doubt Ed would be the first on the spot to get the black box of the locomotives if they are so 

equipped.  If  the results of this rules out slack; and there is no evidence of a sinkhole, a track buckle is the likely 

cause.  Given the fact that the bridge lies in a valley and the train would be descending into the valley before it 

reached the bridge, a track buckle is a good candidate for the cause.  This would be a likely cause from observa-

tion at the point of derailment of the box.  I would then start looking at the rail anchors behind the track buckle.  

If they were loose that would permit the rail to run down hill under the train to the point of derailment.  My bet 

is that the point of derailment is located at the entrance to the bridge.   

  

The above incident on the Midlothian Sub 

Bridge, 2/10/09, illustrates why railroad history 

has a way of disappearing by way of accident.  

More than likely this bridge is toast. 

What is really spectacular is this derailment 

ended up through the top of the bridge structure. 

Brandt May (Sugar Creek Model Railroad Club) 

interprets the incident below. 
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Bridge monkeys always anchor the hell out of their bridges. In that case the crew on the locomotives would 

have only a few seconds to see the derailed car and stop the train.  (Our thanks to Lou Adler and Brandt May of 

the Sugar Creek Model Railroad Club and Historical Society. Editor.) 

 

TRAINS THROUGH MEMORY  
 

RAYôS RAMBLINGS  
By Ray Toler 

The Cotton Belt and Mr. ñCoal Burnerò 

The Saint Louis Southwestern Railway (Cotton Belt Route) shops and yards at Pine Bluff were built on a 100-

acre plot acquired in October 1882.  Construction of the original shops was completed in 1894. 

The main shop was the site of the first locomotive built west of the Mississippi River, a small 0-6-0 type, com-

pleted in 1895.  Since then many locomotives have been erected at the Cotton Belt shops at Pine Bluff including 

the giant 4-8-4 Northern type 800 series oil burners. Number 819 below still exists in prime running condition. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


